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Increased Accountability and Transparency in Elections 

 

North Carolina Voters for Clean Elections will work to pass disclosure legislation in the 

2015-2016 legislative session.  We will work to pass a bill that increases the frequency of 

disclosure for outside spending committees, especially in the weeks before November 

elections.   

Disclosure Legislation 

Increase Frequency of Reporting.   The coalition will work to re-file a version of House 

Bill 918, a bill which passed the House in the 2013-2014 session and died due to inaction 

by the Senate.  This bill would require the initial filing for outside groups within 48 hours of 

spending its first $1,000 and additional reports within two days for every $5,000 spent or 

received.   

 

Outside spending groups often spend vast sums of money to influence elections but the 

source of that money is often not disclosed to the voting public in a timely fashion.  By 

requiring them to file campaign finance reports sooner, citizens are provided with a clearer 

idea of who is funding these organizations before heading to the polls.   

Citizen’s Right to Know 

Citizens are affected every day by the decisions of their democratically elected 

representatives and have the right to know when a campaign contribution or the access it 

buys contributed to the introduction of a bill, the tabling of an amendment or a vote on 

legislation.   

Talking Points 

Bipartisan and New Allies. Disclosure is a bipartisan issue and will bring new allies to the 

table.  Media and opinion leaders from across the political spectrum have been supportive 

of increased disclosure and improved transparency.   

 

Restore Citizen Confidence in Government.  Increased disclosure will create informed 

accountable citizens, with direct knowledge and less swayed by outside influences.  

Moreover, disclosure of money in politics has long been endorsed and upheld by the 

Supreme Court because it is critical tool to inform the electorate, aid in the enforcement of 

campaign finance laws and is hugely popular with the voting public.   


